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A donkey's teeth can acquire sharp edges from years of grinding their food. These edges can 
cut the inside of the mouth making it difficult for a donkey to chew properly. A warning sign is 
wet clumps of undigested hay laying in the feeding area. A procedure known as "floating" grinds 
the sharp edges down and creates a more even bite. The procedure is usually done under a 
light sedation and the donkey must be immobilized.

All donkeys teeth will be checked annually by our in-house medical staff, this can be done in 
conjunction with annual vaccines. Any donkey over the age of 10 should be checked annually 
for teeth problems by a certified professional. Aside from sharp edges, another major problem is 
lost teeth. Old Age, poor food quality and fighting are the most common causes of tooth loss. 
Without the upper and lower tooth working together, a donkey cannot chew food properly. 
Weight loss is a sign of chronic tooth problems.

All senior donkeys 20+ should have their teeth checked every six months by a certified 
professional. They should also be assessed for additional feed requirements. Sweet feed is a 
good choice as it is easy to chew. All dental work must be recorded on Lightspoke.


